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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This office action is in response to amendment filed August 11, 2005. Claims 1- 
32 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Meyer et 
al. (US 6,915271). 

Regarding claims 1 and 6, Meyer teaches offering an item online for sale at a 
sales price amount; associating a coupon with the item the coupon having a coupon 
value; receiving online purchase request from a buyer for the item offered online (fig. 13 
& 14); responding to the online purchase request from a buyer for the item being offered 
online purchase request by collecting form the buyer purchase amount corresponding to 
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the sales price amount less the coupon amount for the item and electronically 
communicating to the first system and indication regarding the collection of the purchase 
amount; charging an account of the buyer (see fig. 15, see also col. 16 lines 45-67, col. 40 
line 45 to col. 42 line 41, col. 44 lines 18-51). 

Regarding claims 2-5, 7-9 Meyer teaches electronic payment to the first system 
indicating payment of a reimbursement amount corresponding to the coupon amount; 
service charge; establishing an account of the first party for paying a coupon amount (see 
col. 44 line 52 to col. 45 line 17). 

Regarding claims 10-12, Meyer teaches delivering plurality of coupons to a 
browser of the buyer (see fig. 2-5, 19-33). 

Regarding claim 13, Meyer teaches delivering performed via email (see col. 7 
lines 17-55). 

Regarding claims 14-17 and 20, Meyer teaches offering an item online for sale at 
a sales price amount; associating a coupon with the item the coupon having a promotion 
amount; receiving online purchase request from a buyer for the item offered online (fig. 
13 & 14); responding to the online purchase request from a buyer for the item being 
offered online purchase request by collecting form the buyer purchase amount 
corresponding to the sales price amount less the promotion amount for the item and 
electronically communicating to the first system and indication regarding the collection 
of the purchase amount; charging an account of the buyer; where in the promotion 
comprises of rebate, coupon etc, (see fig. 15, see also col. 40 line 45 to col. 42 line 41 see 
also col. 7 lines 19-54, col. 10 line 30 to col. 12 line 63). 
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Regarding claims 18-19 Meyer teaches electronic payment to the first system 
indicating payment of a reimbursement amount corresponding to the coupon amount; 
service charge; establishing an account of the first party for paying a coupon amount (see 
col. 44 line 52 to col. 45 line 17). 

Regarding claims 21-23, 27, 28 and 30-32 Meyer teaches offering an item online 
for sale having initial price; offering by a second party a coupon redeemable for a coupon 
amount; receiving online purchase request from a buyer for the item offered online (fig. 
13 & 14); electronically associating the coupon offer by the second party with the item 
offered by the first party whereby the coupon amount is deducted form the initial value; 
electronically collecting form the buyer a purchase amount corresponding to the initial 
price of the item less the coupon amount; electronically communicating to the first 
system and indication regarding the collection of the purchase amount; charging an 
account of the buyer; where in the promotion comprises of rebate, coupon etc, (see fig. 
15, see also col. 40 line 45 to col. 42 line 41 see also col. 7 lines 19-54, col. 10 line 30 to 
col. 12 line 63). 

Regarding claims 24, 25 and 29 Meyer teaches electronic payment to the first 
system indicating payment of a reimbursement amount corresponding to the coupon 
amount; service charge; establishing an account of the first party for paying a coupon 
amount (see col. 44 line 52 to col. 45 line 17). 

Regarding claims 26, Meyer teaches delivering plurality of coupons to a browser 
of the buyer by one of the first system, the second system and third party system (see fig. 
2-5, 19-33 see also col. 16 lines 46-67, col. 20 lines 35-57). 
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Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed August 11, 2005, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 1-32 under 103 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of Meyer. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Postrel (US 6,594,640) teaches redeeming points accumulated. 

Storey (US 6009412) teaches redeeming points online. 

Ikeda et al. (US 5,937,391) teaches online points issuing and redeeming. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yehdega Retta whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6723. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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